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ROPORT QF THC CIVIL ALROUAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investipation of an Accadent Inveolving Aircraft
During a Local Instruction Flight

Instructor Homer Oliver Hansen was fatally injured and his
student, Philip Robert Pistone, received sericus injuries in an
accident which occurred near Chapman Field, “aterloo, Iowa,
sbout 12:55 p.m. on November 18, 1943. Hunsen hield a cornerciel
p1lot certificate with single-engine lana, 0-80 h.p., and {light
instructor ratings. He had flovn approxinately 1179 solo hours,
about 110C of which wvere in the type of airplane involved.

Pistone, a Vlar Trazning Service trainee, was recelving his second
anstruction flight. The aircraft, a Tayloreraft L~24, No. 42-35914,
owned by the U, S. Army and being operated by the Miller-Cavalier
Flying Service, was demolished. ‘

Hansen and pPistone took off from Chapnan Field on & routine
instructicon flight. The take-off ana climb sppeared to be normal
but whan the plane had reachea an altitude of epproxamately 100 feet
several vatnesses cbserved srcke coming from the engine compartment
and trailing back over the right wing. The aireraft was 1mmearately
put into a steep l=ft turn, during which 1t was seen to slip to the
left and crash before recovery was effected,

Examination of the wreckage revealed no indication of failure
of any part of the aircraft nor of the presence of fire, The cal
tank filler cap was found off the filler neck. This allowea o1l
to sp2ll from Llhe supply tank onto the hot exhaust nanifold
causing the smoke that led the pilot to believe the plane was on
fire, The student stzted that just after taking off the instructor
said, "Ve are on fire," and irmediately turnea back tovard the
airport, It 15 possible that the pilot, 1n an cffort to avoid the
fire which he believed exasted in the right side of the airerarlt,
initiated the side~slip but failed to recover,

Thile faxlure to secure the oxl tank cap in place before
taking off was a contributing factor, the probable cause of this
accident was confusion of the palot vhich resnlted in poor technique
in executing a turn at low altitude.
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